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These policies were updated in July 2026 to reflect changes made to the Accreditation of Colleges of 
Osteopathic Medicine: COM Continuing Accreditation Standards referenced in this document. No changes 
were made to the substantive change policies.  
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For general information regarding COCA substantive change policies and procedures, please refer to 
the COCA Substantive Change Requests General Information document. 
 
Contracting with a non-Title IV Eligible Institution for 25% to 49% of a Program 
 
Definition 
A contract with a non-Title IV eligible institution occurs when a COM enters into an agreement under 
which an institution or organization not certified to participate in Title IV or Higher Education Act 
(HEA) programs offers between 25% and 49% of the COM’s educational program.  
 
If the instruction will occur at the COM or this change will impact 25% - 49% of the program offering, 
then this will be reviewed as a Substantive Change – Change in Curriculum. 
 
The COCA does not approve contracts with non-Title IV eligible institutions to provide 50% or more 
of a COM’s educational program. 
 

Timing  
The request must be reviewed at a COCA meeting at least 18 months prior to the anticipated start 
date of the contract. Application materials must be submitted at least 90 days prior to the COCA 
meeting where the substantive change request will be reviewed. 
 

Application 
The request for contracting with a non-Title IV eligible institution must include documentation that 
describes the following: 
 

1. Introduction to the COM, including history and mission; 
2. Introduction to the non-Title IV eligible institution for the proposed contract; 
3. Need for contracting with a non-Title IV eligible institution; 
4. The curriculum to be provided by the contracted institution; 
5. The facilities at which the contracted curriculum will be provided; 
6. The faculty that will providing instruction at the contracted institution (current licensing 

and certification documents must be provided for any physician faculty); 
7. How this change will impact the COM’s curriculum; 
8. How this change will impact students, faculty, and staff;  
9. Plans to announce the proposed changes to students, faculty, staff, alumni, and the 

public; and 
10. How the curriculum provided by the contracted institution will be assessed. 

 
The COCA may request additional information it deems necessary depending on the nature of the 
agreement between the two institutions, including the completion of a self-study, or a site visit (with 
required self-study) to the site contracted to provide the osteopathic medical education program. 
 
Monitoring 
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The criteria for evaluation and monitoring will be determined depending on the nature of the 
agreement between the two institutions. This may include a progress report(s), student survey, 
and/or a focused site visit. 
 
Successful completion of the application and all required monitoring, and approval by COCA, 
completes the Contracting with a non-Title IV Eligible Institution for 25% to 49% of a Program 
process. 
 


