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These policies were updated in July 2026 to reflect changes made to the Accreditation of Colleges of 
Osteopathic Medicine: COM Continuing Accreditation Standards referenced in this document. No changes 
were made to the substantive change policies.  
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For general information regarding COCA substantive change policies and procedures, please refer to 
the COCA Substantive Change Requests General Information document. 
 
 
Addition of a Permanent Location at which a Teach-out is Being Conducted for Students of 
Another Institution That Has Ceased Operations 
 
Definition 
A COM that seeks to add a permanent location at a site at which the institution is conducting a teach-
out for students of another COM that has ceased operations before all its students have completed 
their program of study. 
 
Timing 
The request must be reviewed at a COCA meeting occurring at least 12 months prior to the anticipated 
acquisition date of the additional permanent location. Application materials must be submitted 90 
days prior to the COCA meeting where the substantive change request will be reviewed. 
 
Application 
The request for acquiring a permanent location at which a teach-out is being conducted must include 
documentation that describes the following: 
 

1. Introduction to the COM making the acquisition, including history and mission; 
2. Introduction to the COM requiring the teach-out, including history and mission; 
3. Details on all educational programs provided at each institution, including programmatic 

and institutional accreditations; 
4. Details on the teach-out timeline; 
5. Details on the financial impact on the COM acquiring the new permanent location; 
6. Proposed timeline for acquiring the COM as a new permanent location; 
7. The need for acquiring a new location, including if the location is to operate a branch 

campus or additional location; 
8. How the curriculum provided at the new location will be combined with the curriculum 

of the acquiring institution. 
9. The new facilities at which the curriculum will be provided; 
10. The faculty that will provide instruction at the new location; 
11. How this change will impact the acquiring COM’s curriculum;  
12. How this change will impact the students, faculty, and staff at the acquiring institution;  
13. Plans to announce the proposed changes to students, faculty, staff, alumni, and the 

public; and  
14. How the curriculum provided by the new location will be assessed. 

 
Further information may be required depending on whether the acquiring COM intends to operate 
the new permanent location as a branch campus or an additional location. This may include the 
completion of comprehensive or focused self-study and site visit. 
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Monitoring 
The criteria for evaluation and monitoring are those as established for Substantive Change–Change in 
Legal Status or Form of Control or Ownership of the Institution and Substantive Change–Additional 
Location or Substantive Change–Branch Campus, depending on the nature of the agreement.  
 
If the COM that remains the surviving entity intends to serve as a parent institution of the other 
institution, this will be reviewed as a Substantive Change–Branch Campus or Substantive Change–
Additional Location, depending on how the surviving COM intends to operate the acquired COM.  
 
In addition to the monitoring activities referenced above, the COCA may require a progress 
report(s), student survey, and/or a focused site visit. 
 
Successful completion of the application and all required monitoring, and approval by COCA, 
completes the Addition of a Permanent Location at which a Teach-out is Being Conducted for 
Students of Another Institution That Has Ceased Operations process. 


