IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF XXXX
Osteopathic Medicine Equivalency Act
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of XXXX:
Section 1. Title. This act shall be known as and may be cited as the “Osteopathic Medicine Equivalency 
Act.”
Section 2. Purpose.  To ensure adequate access to medical care, and address workforce shortages by providing universal recognition of osteopathic medical education, training, certification and practice. 
Section 3. Definitions.
(a) 	American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) is an organization of approved medical boards representing 24 areas of specialty medicine. Member boards certify specialists in over 125 medical specialties and subspecialties. 
 (b)	American Osteopathic Association (AOA) is the entity that serves as the primary certifying body for osteopathic physicians and formerly served as the accrediting agency for osteopathic graduate medical education.
 (c) 	Commission on Osteopathic College Accreditation (COCA), is an independent accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education to accredit colleges of osteopathic medicine in the United States. 
(d)	Comprehensive Osteopathic Medical Licensing Examination of the Untied States (aka “COMLEX-USA”) is a three-level, national exam developed by the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners (NBOME) for osteopathic licensure, assessing medical knowledge, skills, and is a graduation requirement for DO degrees. 
(e)	Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine or Osteopathic Physician (DO) means a graduate of a COCA-accredited college of osteopathic medicine (drafting note: insert practice act citation).
 (f)	Liaison Committee on Medical Education (LCME), is an independent accrediting agency recognized by the United States Department of Education to accredit colleges of medicine in the United States.
(g)	Medical Doctor or Doctor of Medicine (MD) means a graduate of a school of medicine accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education or international equivalents, as recognized in (drafting note: insert practice act citation).). 
(h)	Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine (OMM) means the application of osteopathic philosophy, structural diagnosis and use of Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment (OMT) in the diagnosis and management of the patient, by a physician licensed to practice in this state.
(i)	Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment (OMT) means the therapeutic application of manually guided forces by a physician licensed to practice in this state under (drafting note: insert practice act citation) to improve physiologic function and/or support homeostasis that has been altered by somatic dysfunction. 
(j)	Physician means a doctor of osteopathic medicine/osteopathic physician, or a medical doctor/doctor of medicine, as defined above.
(k)	United States Medical Licensing Examination (aka “USMLE) is a three-part examination that medical students and graduates must pass to become licensed to practice medicine in the United States. The USMLE is developed and sponsored by the Federation of State Medical Boards (FSMB) and the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME).

 Section 4. Requirements. 
(a) A person holding a license to practice medicine and surgery as a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine shall be authorized to exercise all the same rights, privileges, duties and responsibilities possessed by licensed Doctors of Medicine in this state.
(b) Holders of MD degrees and DO degrees shall be accorded equal professional status and privileges as licensed physicians and surgeons. Any reference to “Medical doctor”, “MD” or “physician” shall be deemed to include a Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine, DO or an osteopathic physician, unless any of those terms is specifically excluded; however, physicians shall only use the abbreviation corresponding with the school of medicine/osteopathic medicine from which they graduated, as outlined in the definitions
(c) Any entity that requires that the physician be granted or eligible for certification by an appropriate member board of the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) must also recognize equally certification by the AOA. In the absence of explicit recognition, it shall be construed that ABMS also includes AOA. 
(d) Students of colleges of osteopathic medicine and schools of medicine shall be accorded equal access (including via fees) to state funded training institutions including clinical rotations, postgraduate residency training programs and fellowships. 
(e) Any reference to the USMLE (or its predecessor exams) shall also be deemed to include reference to the COMLEX (or its predecessor exams) for osteopathic physicians, unless specifically excluded.
Section 5. Effective. This Act shall become effective immediately upon being enacted into law. 
Section 6. Severability. If any provision of this Act is held by a court to be invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this Act, and to this end the provisions of this Act are hereby declared severable. 
