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Mr. Speaker and members of the AOA House of Delegates: 

Your Reference Committee on Resolutions presents the following summation of our meeting of the 
101st AOA House of Delegates, and the Committee recommends that it be APPROVED.  
 
WHEREAS, the July 2021 Session of the American Osteopathic Association’s House of Delegates 
held virtually, is concluding its session of policy actions setting the future direction of the 
osteopathic medical profession; and 
 
WHEREAS, this body now represents more than 151,000 osteopathic physicians and osteopathic 
medical students in this United States and abroad; now therefore be it  
 
RESOLVED, that we acknowledge the leadership offered by Thomas L. Ely, DO, the American 
Osteopathic Association’s 2020-21 President, setting the groundwork for a virtual platform as our 
first “Virtual President,” demonstrating unimaginable flexibility and adaptability in leading the AOA 
by putting his heart and soul into transforming the future direction of the Presidency and he is 
hands down our Most Valuable Virtual President (MV2P); and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that we acknowledge his focus on supporting the osteopathic physicians through the 
COVID-19 Crisis, to enhance and help build a bright future for the osteopathic physician, through 
support of Graduate Medical Education, and also enhancing AOA’s Public Health Mission; and be it 
further    
 
RESOLVED, that the AOA House of Delegates extends the full support of this assembly to Joseph 
A. Giaimo, DO, MACOI, FCCP as he begins his year as the 125th AOA President; advocate for the 
osteopathic medical profession with a plan to focus on ambassadorship “so that you will never have 
to ask what a DO is” and professional advocacy, enthusiastically unapologetic in promoting 
osteopathic distinctiveness and building a bridge to the future. Dr. Giaimo is a “DO’s DO, restoring 
the DO hug”; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that this AOA House of Delegates recognizing the ongoing involvement, effort, and 
mentorship provided by the AOA Past Presidents and AOA Board of Trustees over these days and 
years as shared by President Giaimo, how instrumental their efforts have been throughout his career; 
and be it further 
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RESOLVED, that this AOA House of Delegates recognizes the collective efforts of Geraldine T. 
O’Shea, DO, and the AOA Board of Trustees’ Strategic Planning Committee, that launched a new 
5-year, 2021-2026, AOA strategic plan that will redefine, redirect and revitalize the osteopathic 
profession through these seven priorities:   

• Advocacy 
• Affiliate Relations 
• AOA Board Certification 
• Credibility  
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
• Growth 
• Promotion 

 
And be it further 

RESOLVED, that the following individuals and organizations be given the gratitude of the 
profession for their efforts in supporting this AOA House of Delegates to discharge its duty in the 
policy process: 

• The Zoom Information Technology and ElectionBuddy team behind the scenes making this 
meeting possible; 

• Ray L. Morrison, DO, as speaker of the AOA House of Delegates who passed the gavel to 
vice speaker, David L. Broder, DO as speaker of the 2021 AOA House of Delegates, we 
wish Dr. Morrison a speedy recovery, Morrison is on the mend, as Dr. Broder said “It’s been 
a long day without you my friend, and we will tell you all about it when we see you again” in 
person in 2022; 

• David L. Broder, DO, as vice speaker we admire your stamina for completing this marathon, 
demonstrating that he is a compassionate osteopathic physician by checking in with Dr. 
Rubin to make sure that he is properly medicated, allowing the house to hear from the 
delegate with no name, and educating us on the most important words in the English 
language “and I so move” and Dr. Broder’s affirmation that “Our house is a very, very, very, 
fine house”; 

• Our osteopathic residents, interns and medical students who value involvement with their 
state, specialty and national organization, and especially to those serving as delegates and 
alternates during this House of Delegates; and 

• Student Osteopathic Medical Association (SOMA) Foundation coming under the loving 
auspices of the American Osteopathic Foundation umbrella; 

• We continue to miss the House of Delegates’ Pages, they are the “hurry up and get it done 
people” and we miss the COSGP tables of silent auction items strategically marked up; and 
be it further 
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RESOLVED; that this AOA House of Delegates further acknowledges those individuals and 
organizations receiving recognition including: 

• Osteopathic Medical Care With and Without Osteopathic Manipulative Treatment in 
Patients With Chronic Low Back Pain: A Pain Registry-Based Study (John C. Licciardone, 
DO, MS, MBA; Robert J. Gatchel, PhD), who received the George W. Northrup, DO 
Medical Writing Award;  

• Pete Wertheim (Posthumously) and Brian Bowles, who received Bob E. Jones, CAE 
Awards; 

• Jeffrey S. Grove, DO, FACOFP dist. who received the Distinguished Service Certificate; 
• Robert A. Cain, DO, Stanley E. Grogg, DO, and Barbara E. Walker, DO who received 

Presidential Citations;  
• Sarah J. Wolff, DO, the youngest presenter of the A.T. Still Memorial Lecture to date, who 

stated that our North Star is our relationship with our patients, reminding us to harness our 
opportunities focusing on Teamwork, Technology and Innovation while integrating our past 
into our future; and be it further 

 

RESOLVED, that this AOA House of Delegates recognizes Kevin M. Klauer, DO, EJD, CEO, 
EGB (Energizer Bunny) of the AOA for his remarkable accomplishments as he begins his third year 
representing our great osteopathic profession by displaying that “he’s got your back” his mantra has 
become our mission, “You take care of your Patients, the AOA takes Care of you”; and be it further 
 

RESOLVED that this AOA House of Delegates recognizes and congratulates Ernest R. Gelb, DO, 
President-elect of the AOA, and offers him the full support of this body with a big virtual DO hug, 
and be it further 
 

RESOLVED, the dedication and relentlessly untiring support of the AOA staff, who make this 
House of Delegates possible is recognized by those present; and be it further  
 

RESOLVED, that this AOA House of Delegates was an overwhelming “virtual” success, not to be 
repeated (we hope), and as we move forward #DOProud by embracing diversity, equity and 
inclusion, and although for this meeting the sun is setting, for the osteopathic profession the sun is 
rising.   
 

And I so move. ADOPTED  
 

Mr. Speaker, this concludes the Committee’s report. I would like to thank the following members of 
the Reference Committee for their collaboration and hard work. 
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